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operations against the regions on the western side of the river. We must not think of these operations as of a regular conquest, misled by the Book of Joshua, one of the least historical portions of the Bible. Rather must we think of them as raids, some important, like that which established the tribe of Judah in the South, many unimportant. There must, too, have been a long process of infiltration into the Cis-Jordanic districts, not in the nature of conquests at all, but rather of successive immigrations. For ages after the period of the so-called conquest we find Canaanites1 and the Beni-Israel living side by side. The Canaanites, who Renan thinks were in some respects more like the Carthaginians than the Phcenicians, occupied a very low level of civilisation. Their kings were small potentates ruling a few square miles, at the most, from some central hamlet, who could make very little resistance to the invaders, except on the plains where the Beni-Israel had
1 Nothing strikes the traveller in Palestine more than the strange way in which the Canaanites have remained in the land whence the Beni-Iarael have, save in the shape of scattered immigrants, vanished away. Within a few hundred yards of one of the absolutely certain sites in Palestine, a not very numerous class, the Well at Nazareth where the Blessed Virgin must have gone every day to draw water, is a shrine called after some Mussulman Saint, as likely a local robber as not. It is nothing more nor less than the old High Place of the Canaanites which was there before Judaism, before Christianity, before Islam.